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—	
  Jim	
  Young	
  has	
  used	
  a	
  wheelchair	
  for	
  about	
  four	
  
years	
  since	
  a	
  training	
  injury	
  he	
  first	
  sustained	
  in	
  1991	
  
le<	
  him	
  with	
  chronic	
  and	
  increasingly	
  worse	
  back	
  
injuries.	
  
	
  
Those	
  injuries,	
  which	
  also	
  include	
  chronic	
  arthriAs,	
  
don’t	
  prevent	
  the	
  Vietnam	
  and	
  Gulf	
  War	
  Navy	
  and	
  
Army	
  veteran	
  from	
  geJng	
  out	
  of	
  his	
  house,	
  but	
  it	
  did	
  
make	
  maKers	
  difficult	
  for	
  the	
  family	
  members	
  who	
  
care	
  for	
  him	
  since	
  he	
  recently	
  moved	
  from	
  Beaverdale	
  
to	
  a	
  Dalton	
  house	
  that	
  had	
  no	
  wheelchair	
  ramp.	
  
	
  
Thanks	
  to	
  some	
  community	
  help,	
  however,	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  
a	
  ramp	
  is	
  a	
  problem	
  no	
  longer.	
  
	
  
Rebuilding	
  Hope,	
  a	
  local	
  ministry	
  headed	
  up	
  by	
  Jim	
  
Boyd,	
  teamed	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  WhiQield	
  Career	
  
Academy	
  sophomores	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  ramp	
  at	
  Young’s	
  
house.	
  Young’s	
  family	
  supplied	
  the	
  lumber,	
  and	
  the	
  
labor	
  was	
  volunteer.	
  His	
  son-­‐in-­‐law,	
  Anthony	
  Bellas,	
  
said	
  he	
  could	
  never	
  have	
  completed	
  such	
  a	
  nice	
  ramp	
  
on	
  his	
  own.	
  
	
  
“Before	
  this,	
  we	
  just	
  le<	
  the	
  wheelchair	
  in	
  the	
  van	
  and	
  
just	
  helped	
  him	
  down	
  the	
  steps,”	
  said	
  Bellas.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Career	
  Academy	
  teacher	
  Jessica	
  Ashlock	
  said	
  the	
  work	
  
Aes	
  in	
  with	
  the	
  school’s	
  focus	
  on	
  project-­‐based	
  
learning.	
  In	
  this	
  case,	
  it	
  was	
  linked	
  to	
  math	
  lessons	
  
that	
  involved	
  trigonometry.	
  Students	
  were	
  required	
  to	
  
build	
  miniature	
  wheelchair	
  ramps	
  in	
  class	
  using	
  
popsicle	
  sAcks	
  or	
  other	
  materials.	
  The	
  ramps	
  were	
  
required	
  to	
  be	
  built	
  to	
  scale	
  and	
  according	
  to	
  federal	
  
requirements	
  for	
  wheelchair	
  ramps.	
  Students	
  with	
  the	
  
best	
  mini	
  ramps	
  were	
  selected	
  to	
  help	
  build	
  the	
  real	
  
thing.	
  
	
  
Ashlock	
  said	
  she	
  learned	
  about	
  Boyd’s	
  ministry	
  
through	
  her	
  church.	
  
	
  
“I	
  thought	
  ‘How	
  cool	
  would	
  it	
  be	
  for	
  kids	
  to	
  see	
  real	
  
life	
  math	
  in	
  our	
  community	
  while	
  helping	
  others?’”	
  
she	
  said.	
  “I	
  wanted	
  them	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  you	
  could	
  use	
  this	
  
in	
  situaAons	
  that’s	
  not	
  just	
  about	
  them.”	
  
	
  
Lillian	
  Sanchez	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  about	
  10	
  students	
  who	
  
worked	
  on	
  site	
  with	
  Boyd	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  ramp.	
  She	
  urged	
  
her	
  fellow	
  students	
  along	
  as	
  she	
  filled	
  a	
  newly	
  dug	
  
post	
  hole	
  with	
  clay,	
  cracking	
  jokes	
  about	
  loving	
  dirt	
  so	
  
much	
  she’d	
  like	
  to	
  taste	
  it.	
  None	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  met	
  
Young	
  unAl	
  they	
  were	
  finished	
  with	
  the	
  project.	
  
	
  
	
  


